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The colored pencil drawings of 
David Morrison reveal the complexity 
of seemingly humble natural objects. 

INTERVIEW BY AUSTIN R. WILLIAMS 

In meticulously rendered colored pencil drawings, David 

Morrison isolates small pieces of the natural world against 

fields of pristine white space, confronting viewers with the 

stunning intricacy and beauty of these objects. Morrison's 

subjects include tree branches and bird nests, many of which 

he finds near his home in Indiana. "My intention is to show 

the beauty of a simple flowering branch or fallen residues from 

trees for the viewer to reexamine the realities of nature," he 

explains in an artist's statement 

Drawing recently spoke with the artist about selecting sub­

jects, incorporating photography into his process and working 

in colored pencil. 

DRAWING: Tell me about your subject matter. Have you 

always been interested in drawing and painting nature? 
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.&111u:.i.:::A11 I've always been interested in looking at 

nature. A number of years ago, as I'd go on walks with my wife 

I started noticing these compositions on the ground, which 

made beautiful shapes and patterns. We also have several syca­

more trees on our property, and they constantly shed their bark. 

As I rode my lawn mower over the fallen debris, I kept stopping 

to look at how stunning the shapes and patterns were-each 

piece was a little landscape of the environment They also 

remind me of Chinese calligraphic marks, which I love. I 

started to photograph them and make drawings from there. 
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