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Cover Story

Roz Chast’s “Hi, It’s Mom”

The artist discusses her inner Jewish mother and why she doesnt like warm
seawater.

By Francoise Mouly

Art by Roz Chast
August 9, 2021

Over the years, Roz Chast has demonstrated a remarkable talent for imagining the vast taxonomy of
things that can-and sometimes do-intrude on a day of fun at the beach. They include but are not
limited to: depressed poets, “ultra-hairy” men, greedy seagulls, sunburns, and, as on this week’s cover,
a different kind of text message from mom. We recently spoke to the artist about becoming a
grandmother and why she prefers oceans that are a little too cold.
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They might tell you that there’s absolutely

nothing inside of the baby’s head, that it’s

totally hollow.
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What do you do when you go to the
beach-read, swim, snooze, or check your

Vi phone?
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what | got used to growing up going to

. Brighton Beach and Manhattan Beach. It’s
From the July 12, 2004 issue.
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From the July 30, 2007 issue.

always been a part of my life. It feels familiar. One time, | was in the South and the ocean was warm.

It sort of felt disgusting. | was, like, is this clean?

You embroider, write, and paint. You’ve even had your Ukrainian Easter eggs (known as pysanky)
shown at an art gallery. Is there a medium you would like to try?

Vegan-butter sculpture.



